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TO THE 


Ns ON 
EARL of SHELBURMWE. 


In a Letter to Sir GEORGE SAVILLE, Bart. 


# 


December 3. Py | 


f I Have juſt finiſhed your ; mock defence of Lord Shelburne, in your 
letter to Sir George Saville, which I did not read till Sunday the 
1 5 firſt of this preſent month. I had thrown it off my table, without 


one recollected idea of a ſingle ſentence, had not your T itle-Page 


3 | told 


„ 


8 | told what had never been found out by peruſing the work itſelf, 


that it was © intended for the direction of all other members of 
_ parliament, whoſe object i is rather to reſtore the glory of the Britiſh 
empire, than adminiſter to the views of a Faction.“ Now Sir, 
though it is a compliment to a man, whom malevolence means to 
injure, to undertake an accuſation againſt him which falls ſhort of 
I tte intent Y yet, as your letter, in its Title, ſpeaks a flattery to 
bw inadvertent readers] fear chiefly for the diſtant gentlemen of the 
country, who are remote from the better information nearer home 
iW my deceive and catch the paſſions of ſuch, whoſe praiſe · worthy 
3 objecẽ i 7s to reſtore the glory of rhe Britiſh empire, rather than admini iter 
| to the views of a faction: I ſhall, therefore, at the very ſtrict inſti- 
=. 5, gation of a friend---with an intent only to put them on their guard 
. reply ſhortly to it in the aggregate; for it would be a futile as 
by =... irkſome buſineſs to travel with you, ſtep by ſtep, over ſuch a waſte 


of ſentences, without facts or argument which, as you do not ad- 


vance, you certainly are at a loſs for ;—like paſſing over a barren 4 
plain or heath, where a dead ſameneſs tires the eye for want & any 


diſtinguiſhed objects to mark the way, or relieve the fancy.—1 ſhall 


1 * rh . 
0 3 Fe n 
NR K 
e. 8 A 


confine myſelf to a charge againſt you of three wants only,. — 
flile, political knowledge and candour. You aſſume being a judge of 'H 
the firſt; I will be the more free in my reprehenſions. It is a F 


"> 


_--...  - mimickry of Junius without genius to give it ſtrength or decoration, F 
| | The ſtiles of new writers beget faſhions. Junius was an author in 4 
_—: a new ſtile, and bas made many followers ridiculous in their imi- 


* $4.0 
. K e 75 
„ . EE 7 ! 
— * he 4 aa 


Br | 
tations. He had an happy tura of expreſſion, which conyey- 
ed with it as happy a turn of ſentiment: but moſt imitations 
of him are marked with a ſtiff affectation of conciſeneſs; which has 
contracted the language of its wonted fluency and fre- rolling ſen- 
tences into an unintelligibility, ſo very diſtinguiſhable in you. To 
prove the criticiſm, try in experiment to turn ſome of your moſt 
admired ſentiments -I mean thoſe moſt admired by yourſel f into 
Latin (as you ſometimes quote it) and you will find yourſelf in a 


labyrinth of your own literary production. 


The next charge is want of political knowledge. .Virtue is 
afſuredly—as you ſeem to contend— the true teſt of the characters 
of men; but virtue may be as naked of policy, as a well-made 
perſon may be of grace, Policy is that grace to virtue, that ac- 
quirement, which fits a ſtateſman for a great miniſter, without 


which, he would be as ridiculouſly rude and incapable in the walks 


of government, as a Cherokee ſavage, ſent from the new States of 


America, in a minuet at the court of Verſailles. But you, in the 
vulgar mode of diſparagement, ſeparate the ornaments from the 
perſon, in order to degrade them, by ſetting them in an oppol- 
tion to virtue itſelf. Becauſe policy may adorn vice, as dreſs and 5 
other acquired graces may render pleaſing a bad ſhape, is therefore 
virtue, adorned with policy and other acquirements of grace, to be 
rejected for themſelves ? If Mr. Fox be bluntly virtuous—who diſ- | 
putes it—why may not Lord Shelburne be allowed more gracefully 


ſo? 


5 0 
ſo? If they be equal ſtateſmen ina knowledge of this country, — 


you do not ſurmiſe a doubt on either fide, nor ſhall we raiſe come 


; TINO may not "Lord Shelburne, without an affront to 


- buſineſs with the world? Mr. Fox's ſtage is certainly the Houſe + 
of Commons and the Huſtings: Lord Shelburne rifes ſome ſlams. 


gity of Mr. Fox' . friendſhip was obvious, which ſhews the good- 


means recorimends him, in the opinion of the people, as a man 


virtue, claim he further inſtruments of office in his favour, namely, 


| thoſe of polite addreſs and conſequently of inſpection and penetra- | 


tion into mankind ? The fact is—which you acknowledge—Mr. 
Fox's acquired ſenſe of foreign politics, without leſſening his cha- 
rafter as a valuable ſenator, is far ſhort of Lord Shelburne's ; and ſo 


I venture to ſay, is every ſtateſman': s in the kingdom. Which then d 
is the fitteſt for a Prime Miniſter of Great-Britain—at this criſis of 


higher, —the Houſes. of Parliament, and the Cabinet. The inte- 


neſs of his heart, at his late appointment to the Secretaryſhip of 
state, in bis immediate, but inconſiderate, appointment of Mr. 


Sheridan to de Under-Secretary. A circumſtance ! which by no 


mal © 7 


in himſelf adequate to the importance of the office. I have every 


wiſh of good intent to Mr. Sheridan, and allow him all his merits 
on his own theatre 3 but ne ſutor ultra crepidam. His merits there * 


had done him more honour than on any other ſtage of the univerſe. 


The knowledge and practice of languages, of ſtates, of countries, 


and of men are effentials neceſſary to great miniſters and their firſt 


| agents. 


: _ 
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nion, for his refined policy ? 


. 
A Miniſter of England. muſt not only know a 10 work the 


Veſſel of State {as our friend. Horace calls it) in all weathers, and 


to be even a pilot on his own coaſts and ſhores ; but he mult 


be a knowing pilot in the charts and intelligence of all foreign 


coaſts, of ſtrangers, friends or enemies—of the whole world. 


Begin with the truely honourable member you addreſs, and g0 


round with the queſtion to all who, like him, have been paſſengers 


in the State Veſſel, 6c which is the man better intelligenced and in- 


formed to take the helm ſrom the hand, wherein it is at preſent 


and though 


placed by confiding Majeſty, in this moment of danger,” 


a few deſperate upRarts might reach out their arms to catch at it, 


where is the man in whom the reſt would with better aſſurance 


confide at this trying time of ein, and taking it from the hand, 


where it now is, venture a change to place it in another 8 b Was 


the character of a Stateſman. in Mecenas, in the times of the 


higheſt pitch of the Roman pig degraded in the popular opi- 


This, Sir, is all you. leave me to ſay on this general head, as you 


have not choſe to advance one particular act or neglect of impolitic 
miſconduct againſt the noble Earl. I expreſs not a wonder: it is 
impoſſible you ſhould. I only remark, you attempt accuſation, and 
leave it bare. vou bring ad” indeed, ſome fragments of his 
- Lorcſhip's Speeches or opinions delivered in the Houſe of Lords, on 


three no very important ſubjects, collected from your own memory, 


C f | which 
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i . * ſhould firſt have complimented as a good one, to have 
+ given us ſome reaſon for confiding in it—or from the notes, taken 
in the Houſe, by ſome Hireling of a News- writer. The ſubjects 
| were to ſhed a patrician tear upon the calamity of Lord Cormmailiis 
| —upon the attack of the French comb; by admiral Kempenfelt, to 
f convey an idea of bis Lordmip s OWN information z—and upon the 


affair of Mr. Ifaac Haynes, to pronounce an eulogium on Lord 


accuſation, would affront the time of the engaged reader, and raiſe 
up arguments to his diſappointment. You alſo throw three moun- 


taneous ſtumbling- blocks in his Lordſhip's way, the American War, 


the adjuſtment of the Eafi- India Company, and the new repreſonta- 
tion of Parliament. It will be the proper time to arraign or ſupport 
his Lordſhip! s condu&t, when he arrives at the point of action. Theſe 


are certainly as great or greater trials of ſkill than ever were oppoſed 


to the ſtrength of a miniſter. His Lordſhip has voluntarily, bold- 
ly Repped forward to the taſk ; and, till the trial, at the leaſt he de- 


ſerves our mute admiration. But herein 95 ſeem to e: : 


Neige betrays the accuſer. 


* 
— 


From this deficiency in official facts, you duft from the public 
ground, and attack his Lordſhip i in his private walks of life. You 
relate a far-fetched tale 5 his Lordſhip, when firſt coming to his 
. having raiſed his xents on ſome of his nt do not 


know ; 


. 


Hahtingdon's anceſtry, and to frown at Lord Stormont. To pay 


| ſerious attention to ſuch vague, or if ccrtain, yet trifling, matter of 
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„ enn i I 
know the circumſtances or its particulars, nor do you ſeem to tell 
it impartially. It has been an approved and reaſonable act, through- 
out the three kingdoms, to increaſe rents according to the value of 


| the land, and the cqual riſe of all other articles of life. But here, 


N it is a forced charge againſt his capacity of a miniſter, to arraign _ . 
1 him for his {kill in financieripg. . 

-F = A 8 oy 8 | " 

| + 


I The third divifion of my remarks, to which I haſte, is your 5 
| want of candour : which, if you will allow a confiſtency in my 
1 politeneſs, I will charge: to your want of knowledge of the truth, 
N as to the facts you ſpeak of, and to your total ignorance of Lord 
3 Shelburne, his perſon, his ways of thinking, his public and private 
; virtues, connections, or friends. I ſhall not, on my part, long de- 
tain you with ſome information of them. From a deficiency -of 
charges againſt his Lordſhip of facts, of his own time, you run back 
to che ſource of his Lordſhip's dignified family. You find his diſtant 
_ anceſtor, Mr. Petty, a perſon of approved merit and a gentleman. 
lle was more than you ſpeak him: he was a young phyſician of this 
| country, early marked out for his riſing genius, and very extenſive 
1 1 ſtrength of intellects in the powers of figures and calculation, and 
; | well choſen to that office of ſurveying the forfeited lands of Ire- 
1 lung, Fe was there alſo ſoon diſtinguiſhed and knighted, Sir ; 
1 William Petty. He wrote ſeveral treatiſes concerning Ireland, 
4 which are in great efteem at this day. Thus we ſee a uſeful je 
j genius beamed in the anceſtry of the family, which ſtill ſhines a 
| luſtre 


8 | : 4 


luſtre to the Sons, and a uſe to ſociety. You arraign his above - men- 


tioned anceſtor for having, at that cheap mart of lands—where you 


ay, eighty acres of beautiful ground were bought for two Engliſh 


crowns, — tranſmitted to his family a large extent of thoſe lands ; 


: 


and you enviouſly remark, * old proprietors became tenants to the 


new purchaſers,” This proves the poet's expreſſion, that envy in 


time * ruſt, mera ærugo. Sir! did Sir William Petty, do. you 


ſuppoſe, contrive the rebellion and cauſe the forfeitures? There is 
every probability to aid the conjeQure, that he was a fair purchaſer; 
and humanity is marked in the æra, in receiving the diſperſed rebels 
into certain bounds of clemency, and placing them on their lands 


and eſtates. | Nor is the further conjecture ſtrained to ſuppoſe, that 


the benignity, which has handed down that gentleman's character 


to the preſent day, chatked out thoſe bounds of political clemency, 
and invited the poor fugitives within the terms of peace and ſafety. 


The preſent Earl is not more an inheritor of the genius of bis an- 


ceſtor than of his humanity : for, notwithſtanding the preſumptive 


inference, meant to be drawn againſt his Lordſhip in the weak de- 


tail of trifles—falſely viewed—of his rigour to his tenants, no man 


18 a more parental or kinder landlord. The laſt time his Lordſhip 


Was in Treland—1 run upon facts — he went round his eſtates, 


examined into the circumſtances of his ſeveral tenants, and as the | 


occurrences of the Kales bad brought diſtreſs or inconveniences 


on a part, he reduced the rents of ſome, forgave the arrears of 


others, and made advances to a few; wherein he forerun your 


9 
remark 
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remark of the like conduct of the Duke of Sully, reſpecting his 
eſtate and tenants at Roſoy. You give us your aſſertion, that Lord 
Shelburne is not beloved in Ireland. Vou cannot be acquainted 


with the polite claſs of people of that country: their expreſſions are 


otherwiſe. The common voice certainly cannot approve of any 


part of their nobles ſpending ſo large eſtates in this kingdom, under 


any preference Whatever; nor will they conceive, that an Engliſh 
Batony can give equal honours as an Iriſh Earldom; but the pene- 
trating few ſee, that Lord Shelburne was born a Stateſman for the 


ſervice of the two countries, in which our Siſter Kingdom 1 1s vg 


to yield the ſmaller conſideration. to the . 


vou run into a low mode of levelling a neatneſs of perſon and 
elegance of taſte to foppery of dreſs or vanity of ſentiment ; ;—for 
though you uſe not the words, yet you mean them. It is almoſt 


without example ſtrange, to find ſuch nugatories raiſed in formal 


charge againſt a Britiſh Prime- Miniſter, and yet it is impoſſible, 


however deſpicable they may be, to be filent of an anſwer. 1 will 
therefore give a moſt comprehenſive one, which will account for 
your many miſunderſtandings reſpecting bis Lordſhip. It is this. 
His Lordſhip is by nature and education -one of the beſt accom- 


pliſhed gentlemen in the world, and you certainly are ignorant of the 


; utility of ſuch accompliſhments : for no man ever ridiculed them, 


who had any in himſelf, either by nature or education, as they 


come both ways, I remember a like remark in one of Sir 


95 4 Richard | 


to help to its decreaſe, 


64 


Richard Stee I mim that no one ever deſpiſed the dignity 
of family, Who had any in his own.” 
diveſt himſelf from the exerciſt of thoſe accompliſh ments, on all 


Lord Shelburne. can no more 


occaſions, —eveni thoſe that are acquired become natural,— chan a 
gentleman can his gait, formed by dancing. well z or a ſwimmer- his 


art in deep water. From hence it is, that his converſation faſci- 


nates; ſo that even his denials have a grace in refuſal, and do not 
offend; aud from hence alſo we may wonderfully account for his 


decorum, you notice, in the Houſe of Lords. But decorum, not 


ſoppery, plain, ſolid ſenſe, not a vain affectation, are his leaders in 


his addreſs, ſpeech and action. So little do you ſeem to k n.] of 


all this, that you miſtake even his perſon as to his common dreſs— 


elegant but plain. Even when a youth, he became remarkable, in 


an embroidered. age, for trefling always i in plain ſuits, Early rifles 


and finall circumſtances often mark the 1 man, 5 8 
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"Theſe acquirements, joined toa ee good enn gene- 


phy humane and ſocial, even, to humbleneſs, moral, untainted 
With the foibles of . mankind. i in faſhion, as thoſe of play or pro- 
fule extravagance, make him a good character in private life, and 
fit him for a public one. 


His ruling paſſion is politics, which he 


has practiſed. for the uſe of this country, equally out of office, as in,— 


the true, generous volunteer in her fervice to the injury of an 
eſtate of twenty-ſour thouſand a year, without one pull of luxury 
I run on truth and facts. —If this be 
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not an innate patriotiſm, call it, if you' pleaſe, his ruling paſſion. 


If nature has formed fuch a man a ſtateſman, and providence has 


bleſſed him with a fortune and means to gratiſy his paſſion, by 


purchaſing thoſe aids of intelligence and information, even by tated 


ſalaries to perſons abroad, for. the ule and ſeryice. of this country; 
if, 1 fay, ſuch a good be offered to us, why not accept it? why 
ſcrutinize gifts, or doubt realities? Many have ſpent as large for- 


tunes for imaginary ſcenes on canvaſs, others as gteat for the ſecret 


curiglities in the bowels of the earth, If his Lordſhip's paſſion be 


more real ſcenes, if the ſecrets he produces from the receſſes of 


f the heart be more intereſting to our advantage, why not, to enjoy 


the bepeſir, place him in his own ſphere; from whence even in 


ſelf. gratification he may deal out thoſe advantages to us? 


I will give an inſtance of his Lordſhip's capacity as a miniſter, 


from a recent incident, that of Mr. Whitbread's application to his 


Lordſhip for opening the ports on acconnt of the riots in the 


Weſt on the high price of corn. His Lordſhip diſpatched ſe- 
veral agents—five at the leaſt to the ſeveral parts of England to 
learn the real ſtate of the corn of the country, and to be ſure. 
to be right, diſpatched a like number on the ſame errand after 


them, to compare their reports. He employed factors in Holland, 


Flanders, Germany, Dantzick, Spain, Portugal, and the coaſts of 


Barbary, and had conſerences with the Ruſſian merchants and Em- 


baſſador to be ſupplied, by leaye of the Empreſs, ſrom the Ukraine, 


through 
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En the Streigbts of Conſtantinople, for half a million: of duar- 


ters, at a price to the conſumer here © cheaper than the eee rate 
of the market. ee | 


This is the wotk of a Rateſman and' Prime-Miniſter, the ke 
of a Joſeph 1 that ſaved his country.” It is an able care, an eye like 


providence. J remember all the miniſterial men of this country, 
from Sir Robert Walpole to the preſent moment, but cannot re- 
BY trace one act of miniſterial conduct, ſeemingly placed in ſucha 


train of execution like the preſent ; nor was there a ſingle under- 


Randing amongſt them ſufficiently comprehenſive for the work, 
moe thoſe * the Earls of Granville and Chatham, 


— 


It is within my reach to name many accompliſhments be- 
longing to his Lordſhip; one I will mention—if the recital of | 


his merits. does not appear tedious to your good-nature—as more 


the ornament of a "miniſter than duty of a ſtateſman; but which 


added to the fame, and perhaps power of a Mzccnas. I ſpeak of 


his Lordthip's allowed taſte and knowledge of the polite ſciences 


and arts; of both which, as a judge and admirer of merit, he is 


an eneourager and patron. His liberality in their promotion has 


. enriched the walks of Herdiure and fields of art, from his col- 


lection of valuable manyfcripts, ſtatues and buſts of exquiſite work= 
manſhip and other ſcientific produQions, purchaſed at a great ex- | 


7 and brought from the ſeveral claſſic grounds of the world, 
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ſeldom have any, and, indeed, ſhould. not be allowed them, wy; 


ſometimes take place of merit; wives'and daughters of public Chas *« 7 


a gift to the Genius of this country, as ever open to the approfed. —_ 
* 1 
Sqpoler or Artiſt, to inſpe&or copy. Ks, | 1 
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I have ſaid en of his | Lordhip' 3 Miniſters 5 


the reaſons celibacy was enjoined the Romiſh ds, 35 friends may 
rity. But there is great ſafety to a ſtate, when the miniſter is 
choice of his ſriendſhip from a judgment of his men. By that 
means he becomes acquainted with their abilities and fits them for 
office. The perſons, who of his Lordſhip! 8 acquaintance take that 


rank of honout, are all of approved integrity and admired abilities 


as of domeſtic good character. Some of them the companions k 35 a 
his youth, who early took an active part with him in arms, in the : ü T7 
military ſervice of his king and country. Theſe illuſtrious, as good, 1 


characters every ſocial virtue keeps united to him. They will make th, WY 


renowned his ſucceſſes of public life, or make happy his retire- 


ment. ks OY | _— 
I will conclude with an inference I ſhall draw in favour of Lord _ 6. i 
- Shelburne from your Poſtſcript to Lord Stair z which brings before | 
me the immenſe expenditure of money in the preſent ſervices of ; =; | 
the ſtate of theſe kingdoms, and the glaring want of national re 
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e for it in fotute: i el be the caſe, where are we ſo well 


0 look for relief, a8 from the man, who inſtead of froaking the 


- gleanings of the paſt, harveſts to himſelf, has expended a large * ; 
+ 0G in the gong. 8 " Ws if the e cannot . 
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5 Que mad ; propoſui non o ſententia ; ; verum 


3 5 Credite me wobi as recitare e Silylle, a 5 3 
oth "Tis not opinion in my words you'll find, | 
| Wrote on the leayes, that play before the wind: ; 
| : ; . A 5 
4 Believe me, I the oracle relate, 
| Wrote c on the Sich 8 ſacred leaf—by FaTs, 
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